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“Let it Begin with Me!”

November 5, 2011



I blinked and it was over! The past three years have been the journey of a lifetime. More about that later!

WSO has gone digital in more ways than just one! 

WSO has begun posting information about Al-Anon on Twitter.com and Facebook.com. On Twitter, look for us as “AlAnon_WSO”. On Facebook, look for us as “Al-Anon WSO.” Please note these are public Web sites, not meeting places where Al-Anon members can share with each other in anonymity, so there are no “followers” or “friends” accepted! 
In this world of evolving technology, the following bullet points are an update regarding the current status of numerous Board projects having to do with current technology:

· Online Group Records 

· This allows all Area Delegates and Group Records Coordinators to look at and report on group information for their Area, as well as allowing Area Group Records Coordinators to update group information directly in the WSO database.

· Future plans include registering Alateen meetings on-line after insuring the safety requirements for each Area will be met.

· Unlimited Abundant Resources Skills Inventory Database

· Right now, there are over 1,000 members, but we are always interested in members who would like to offer their expertise to be of service.
· In the future, there will be a page to update a member’s status and to opt out after submitting the data, if the member so chooses.

· Alateen Chat

· Eight areas host chat rooms: four in the United States and four in Canada.

· The registration process is now automatic for teens; they no longer have to wait to be added to the system.

· The registration process has been translated into French, Spanish, and German.

· Blogs

· There are now twelve active blogs: six English, three French, and three Spanish.

· ‘For Members and Groups’ and ‘Thinking Abundantly in…’ are the two newest blogs.

· Audio is being added to the Traditions blog each month.

· Electronic Newsletters and Notifications

· In early July all members who were listed as the Current Mailing Address for a specific meeting, and had an e-mail address in the WSO data base, were sent the CMA Newsletter. 

· A second mailing to key service people went out at the end of July with the announcement of the Appeal Letter. 

· Electronic Literature

· Area Highlights is now available only on the member’s web site

· The Chairman of the Board quarterly newsletter is now available on the member’s web site

· There will be extensive discussion of electronic literature and e-readers at the 2012 WSC. 

· The annual Conference Summary books are being digitized by decade and posted to the member’s web site. This project will be completed by year’s end.
· E-Communities
· There are now E-Community boards for District Reps, AIS Liaison, Chair Persons, Archives Coordinators, Literature Coordinators, Public Outreach Coordinators, Literature Distribution Center reps, Alateen Coordinators, Area Alateen Process Persons, Groups Records Coordinators, Past and Current WSC members.
The point is, Al-Anon the organization is going green!! Get on board!
“I blinked and it was over” is really an understatement! I’ve had the privilege of visiting your Al-Anon homes to share food, fun and fellowship. I’ve had the privilege of voting for Texas West in some very important group conscience decisions. I’ve been able to celebrate the 50th World Service Conference birthday and the 60th World Service Office anniversary. What a party those were!! I’ve gotten to know many of you by more than just your name or service position. I’ve cried when I heard fellow delegates share their personal stories at Conference. I’ve laughed when fellow Panel 49 Delegates and I got stranded at La Guardia airport in New York. I’ve been the best steward of your trust as I’ve known how to be and, for all these things and so much more, I thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

Joy in Service,

Cindy Kuykendall 
Texas West, Panel 49
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